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SUBJ: NAC SESSION ON SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

REE: STATE 024895 

AT FEBRUARY 4 POLADS, WHEN CHAIRMAN INTRODUCED SUBJECT OF NAC 
MIDDLE EAST DISCUSSIONS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 12, 
U.S. REP (LEDOGAR) MADE FOUR POINTS IN REFTEL SUGGESTING IT 
BEST TO DEFER SUCH NAC CONSULTATION FOR THE PRESENT. ALLIES 
LED BY ITALY, NETHERLANDS, UK AND CANADA READILY AGREED TO 
THIS SUGGESTION. UK AND CANADIAN REPS SUGGESTED A TENTATIVE 
ALTERNATIVE DATE SHOULD BE CHOSEN FOR A NAC MIDDLE EAST CONSUL- 
TATION. NOTING DATES EOR SECRETARY'S TRIP WERE NOT YET CERTAIN 
AND RECALLING DURATION OF SECRETARY'S PAST MIDDLE EAST VISITS HAD 
BREN AFFECTED BY DEVELOPMENTS DURING HIS TRIPS, U.S. REP SUGGESTED 
THERE WAS PRESENTLY NO BASIS ON WHICH TO FIX AN ALTERNATIVE DATE. 
BRUCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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